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Four Pillars: Prayer 3 - Where, When, & Why 
 
The 4 Pillars 
Acts 2:42 - They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. 
 
Definition of Prayer 
The basic definition of prayer is simply “communication with God.” 
 
What is communication? This comes from the Latin word “communicare,” which means “to share.” It means a 
sharing of information, ideas, feelings, and news. It is a two-way process.  
 
Exodus 33:11 - The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. 
 
Prayer is an uncomplicated, conversation with God. No need for fancy words or phrases, just open, honest, two-way 
communion with God… 
 
Prayer: When & Where 
Psalm 55:17 - Evening, morning and noon I cry out in distress, and he hears my voice. 
 
Ephesians 6:18 - And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. 
 
1 Thess 5:17 - pray continually 
 
Any time is a great time to pray, in fact, we should live in a constant state of prayer… 
 
Matthew 6:6 - But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 
 
Acts 3:1 - One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at three in the afternoon. 
 
1 Timothy 2:8 - I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; 
 
Acts 12:12 - When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John, also called 
Mark, where many people had gathered and were praying. 
 
Prayer is meant for any occasion, in any place. The early church prayed in public, in homes, and in private… 
 
Why Pray? 
Matthew 6:5-13 - “This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us 
our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. 
for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” 
 
So, we see prayer can be used for praise/worship, intercession, petition, & repentance/forgiveness…But let’s look at 
some simple scriptural examples to show how this could be accomplished… 
 
Gen 18:32-33 - Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more.What if only ten can be 
found there?” He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 33 When the Lord had finished speaking with 
Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned home. [Abraham interceded  for Sodom] 
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2 Kings 20:2-3 - Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the Lord, 3 “Remember, Lord, how I have 
walked before you faithfully and with wholehearted devotion and have done what is good in your eyes.” And 
Hezekiah wept bitterly. [Hezekiah made petition for his healing] 
 
Luke 23:34 - “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” [Jesus prays forgiveness] 
 
We must have the mind of Christ, not just through scripture, but the current will and ways of God...Only through our 
prayer and relationship with God can we truly "know him" and know His ways and His will... 
 
Jude 20 - But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 
 
Luke 10:2 - He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into his harvest field. 
 
Mark 14:38 - Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
 
James 5:15 - And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have 
sinned, they will be forgiven. 
 
1 Tim 2:1-2 - I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—
 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 
 
Never forget, that the ultimate reason for prayer is communion and relationship with God. Adam and Eve didn’t 
have prayer requests, they simply communed and enjoyed a relationship with God, and so our primary purpose of 
prayer should not be to get prayers answered, but to be in relationship with God… 
 
Action Items 
Develop A Lifestyle of Prayer 
1) Begin working on "praying continually" as mentioned in 1 Thess 5:17 
2) Talk to God throughout the day, not just during your personal prayer time 
3) Discuss events, feelings, and other conversational items with God as though He were right there next to you 
 
Make Prayer the Default Reaction 
1) Many times we develop an attitude of "when you've done everything else, pray about it" 
2) Let's develop a tendency to pray first, and act later 
3) All situations, big or small, take them to God in prayer first, before anything else 
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