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Four Pillars: Doctrine 2 – Sufficiency of Scripture 
 
The 4 Pillars 
Acts 2:42 - And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and 
in prayers. 
 
Is God's Word Sufficient? 
2 Tim 3:13-17 - But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 14 But 
continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them; 15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1) Paul is warning of those that get worse and worse, as well as what? (v 13) 
2) What is able to make Timothy "wise" unto salvation? (v 15) 
3) How much of scripture is inspired by God? (v 16) 
4) Scripture is said to be given so the man of God may be what? (v 17) 
 
Doctrine: NT:1319 - didaskalia (did-as-kal-ee'-ah); from NT:1320; instruction (the function or the information): 
KJV - doctrine, learning, teaching. 
 
Mark 7:7-8 - They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'  8 You have let go of the 
commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men. 
 
Here we see a sharp contrast between tradition (teachings of men), versus the commands of God; tradition from 
men must always be subject to change or be abandoned if it conflicts with scripture 
 
2 Tim 4:3 - For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, 
they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  
 
For additional study on doctrine: Eph 4:14, Col 2:22, 1 Tim 1:10, 1 Tim 4:1, Titus 2:1 
 
Perfect: NT:739 - artios (ar'-tee-os); from NT:737; fresh, i.e. (by implication) complete: KJV - perfect. 
 
Throughly Furnished: NT:1822 exartizo (ex-ar-tid'-zo); from NT:1537 and a derivative of NT:739; to finish out 
(time); figuratively, to equip fully (a teacher): KJV - accomplish, thoroughly furnish. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1) Through scripture, are we able to be complete and fully equipped? YES 
2) Do we still need teaching and preaching? YES 
3) Do we still need miracles, prophecy, spiritual gifts, etc…? YES 
 
The Bible is very clear that we need teaching, preaching, ministry gifts, spiritual gifts, and the like, BUT these must 
line up with scripture!!! Scripture is our benchmark our foundation, so we can avoid error and false teaching… 
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Action Items 
1) God’s church needs to be rooted and grounded in scripture, so we are not led astray from truth 
 
2) The church also needs the operation of spiritual gifts, prophecy, and ministry for fresh insight, current words 

from God, and the edification and healing of the body 
 
3) God will never contradict His own words, so whenever there is something that seems to contradict, we must 

pray, fast, and study the scriptures to be sure we know His will and plan 
 
4) Whenever we believe things that are not clearly set out as doctrines in scripture, we must NEVER try to teach 

those as doctrines. 
 
5) We must NEVER add to or take away from scripture. Preach and teach the doctrines of scripture just as they are 

laid out. God knew what He was doing and doesn’t need our help to improve what He said 
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